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What is 
Wikidata?
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● One of the largest Wikimedia projects
● Data is used in a lot of technology you use every day
● Data available under CC0
● Made for humans and machines
● Multilingual
● Collaborative
● Free and open

knowledge graph
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● Anyone (you!) can be a part of it
● More nuanced modeling of the world 

and focusing on verifiability
● Multilingual (youʼll find lots of Qs, Ps, 

Ls, …)
● Highly connected internally, to the 

other Wikimedia projects and to other 
databases, catalogs, etc. to open up a 
ton of additional data

What makes Wikidata special?

IMDB

BNF reddit

Wolfram

iNaturalist

UNESCO

Wikipedia

Bionomia

…



114+ million Items



At the heart of it: 24000 editors

Photo by Pierre-Selim 
Huard (CC BY 4.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikidataCon_2019_-_2019-10-26_-_2642_-_Group_Photo.jpg


Let’s take a 
closer look
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What is being 
done with the 
data?
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Taxons named after US presidents

https://w.wiki/5iVC




Wikiflix



KDE Itinerary



Scribe



Notable People



Govdirectory





Getting to the data

There are several ways to get to Wikidata s̓ data. This is a selection.

REST API

● New way to access and edit data of an 
individual entity

● Example: 
https://www.wikidata.org/w/rest.php/wiki
base/v0/entities/items/Q1

● Documentation: Wikidata:REST API

SPARQL

● https://query.wikidata.org
● Powerful query language to query the 

knowledge graph
● Several ways to visualize the result incl. 

maps and timelines
● Community can help you write queries

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Data_access
https://www.wikidata.org/w/rest.php/wikibase/v0/entities/items/Q1
https://www.wikidata.org/w/rest.php/wikibase/v0/entities/items/Q1
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:REST_API
https://query.wikidata.org
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Request_a_query
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Your own knowledge graph with 
Wikibase
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● Use the same software 
powering Wikidata to run your 
own knowledge graph

● Wikibase Cloud: hosted service 
for free and open projects

● Wikibase Suite: you host it 
yourself

● For more check http://wikiba.se

http://wikiba.se








See you on Wikidata!

Lydia Pintscher
lydia.pintscher@wikimedia.de
@nightrose


